
 

  

 

Celebrating our Patron 
By Meg Picciolo, Parishioner and Director of Marketing Communications 

Beginning the weekend of August 7/8, 2021, 
to honor the 800th anniversary of the death 
of our parish patron, St. Dominic de 
Guzman, we  offered events and 
opportunities to learn more about his 
mission and to call on him to continue to 
guide our parish.  

Kick-off events included praying a luminary 
rosary with meditations on the life of  
St. Dominic, asking our patron to be present 

to us in the coming year to lead us deeper 
into his life of prayer, his love and kindness 
toward all people, and his passion to preach 
the gospels. We also offered a fun evening 
with the showing of the movie, “The Life of 
St. Dominic,” sharing of a spaghetti dinner  
meal and enjoying popcorn and ice cream. 
We were graced with the presence of  
St. Dominic at this event! 

After the 9:00 AM Mass on the feast of  
St. Dominic, August 8, we processed out to 
the St. Dominic shrine in the Prayer Gardens 
to pray a special anniversary prayer 
distributed on prayer cards. Fellowship and 
hospitality were offered after all Masses.   

St. Dominic, patron saint of our parish, 
during this 800th year of your death,  
we turn to you asking for your guidance in 
fulfilling our mission to seek Christ, know 
Christ, and become Christ, each one for the 
sake of all. You hungered for God who is 
truth and goodness. Your life of prayer and 
study deepened your knowledge of Christ, 
and your profound love for God led you to 
preach the gospel with great passion. 
Acknowledging that God’s hand directed 
your life’s mission, you intentionally invited 
others into a relationship with His merciful 
son, Jesus. This is your living legacy to us. 
Our baptism calls us to be apostles for 
Christ. Give us the courage, zeal, and desire 
to follow in your path. 

St. Dominic, pray for us! 

Continued on page 2 
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Seek   
An Inspiring View of Parish Life 

St. Dominic made an appearance at our 
800th Anniversary Dinner and a Movie 

event, taking questions from attendees. 



 

2 

Continued from cover 

In the fall of 2021, we offered the 
opportunity to journey to the 
Sinsinawa Mound Center and relax 
during a Mississippi River Cruise. 
Pilgrims joined Fr. Dennis and  
Fr. Tim in walking in the spiritual 
footsteps of St. Dominic! Mass was 
celebrated in the historic chapel, 
tours of the two museums located 
onsite were enjoyed before 
boarding the American Lady Tour 
Boat for lunch and a cruise on the 
mighty Mississippi River. A final stop 
was at St. Augustine, Shulsburg, to 
tour the first church built by  
Fr. Samuel Mazzuchelli. Pastoral 
Associate Mary Lestina said, “The 
bus trip to Sinsinawa was 
outstanding. People were unaware 
that "Dominican Heritage" was just 
hours away. One of St. Dominic's 
spiritual sons,  Fr. Samuel 
Mazzuchelli, O.P., was truly a disciple 
of Christ by establishing local parish 
communities and building more 
than 24 churches in the western 
part of Wisconsin. The pilgrims were 
so impressed as they toured the 
legacy room, a room dedicated to 
Fr. Samuel, his spirit, mission, and 
accomplishments. One the most 
memorable items in the legacy 
room was the chain that Fr. Samuel 
wore around his waist which drew 
him closer to Christ. One of the 
pilgrims said, ‘I was moved to tears 
knowing that this holy priest walked 
our earth and did so much for Christ 
through his example and his 
teaching. I feel special to be among 
the holy one whose spirit is so 
present.’ We saw the Altar in which 
he celebrated Mass, and the 
confessional where he would listen 
to confessions for hours. The legacy 
and mission of St. Dominic was 
experiential in the person of Fr. 
Samuel.”  

As part of our on-going anniversary 
celebration, we encouraged 
parishioners to learn more about 
him by reading the book, “Saint 

Dominic’s Way of Life: A Path to 
Knowing and Loving God,” by 
Patrick Mary Briscoe, OP and Jacob 
Bertrand Janczyk, OP. The book 
reveals St. Dominic was full of 
compassion and close to God; 
seeking Him with all his heart and 
pouring out God’s merciful love 
onto the world.  

This spring we have two events 
planned. The first is a day of 
reflection on April 23, 2022, 
“Celebrate Easter! "Go into the 
Whole World and Proclaim the 
Gospel." (Mark 16: 9-15)  

“This day of reflection is an 
opportunity for 
people to delve 
deeper into the 
life and spirit of  
St. Dominic. We 
will be unfolding 
his mission to 
pray, to preach, 
and to bless 
through the eyes 
of Dominican 
priest, Fr. Richard 
Litzau, O.P. St. 
Dominic’s spirit 
and life should 
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The beautiful Sinsinawa Mound Center Chapel 

First church built by Fr. Mazzuchelli 

Pilgrims enjoy a lunch cruise on the Mississippi River 
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penetrate each of us as we continue 
his mission to go into the whole 
world and proclaim the gospel.  
St. Dominic was outstanding in his 
love for the poor and his desire to 
help in any way possible. This is 
tangible here at St. Dominic 
Catholic Parish in all our outreach 
ministries, in our support and care 
for those in need, such as our 
homebound and ill and providing 
meals for the hungry,” said Mary 
Lestina. 

At the end of our Reflection Day, 
each one should be able to answer 
the call to carry on his mission in our 
lives in our own unique way. It will 
be a day of learning, growing, 
discussion, reflection, and 
community building.   

The second spring event began in 
February and will conclude on April 
30 when we assemble 800 Blessing 
Bags for the Homeless, which will 
then be distributed to eight local 
organizations that serve the 
homeless. Eight hundred blessing 
bags seemed like a very big 
number. but parishioners had 
“overwhelming interest to help in 
whatever way they could, whether it 
was product donations, money, or 
physical presence to help with the 

project,” said Mary Pat Jordan, one 
of the Blessing Bag Team members.  
Parishioners responded so 
generously in both time and 
donations to this project that after 
our first collection weekend we had 
reached 75% of our goal. 

The Blessing Bag Team was 
completely dedicated to this 
project. When responding to the 
question of why she joined this 
effort, Mary Pat Jordan said, “for my 
love of helping the less fortunate. 
This project has shown how our  
St. Dominic community is truly a 
living reflection of our parish 
namesake, by our generous 
“Blessings” to support these 
organizations with beneficial items 
that bring well-being to those in 
need.” 

Throughout the year, we have 
shared articles in the bulletin, and 
posts on our blog and social media 
on the life of St. Dominic. Additional 
book recommendations were also 
added to the Bookshelf blog on our 
website. Find them on our website. 

 

 

 

On May 22, 2022 we will conclude 
our year of St. Dominic.  

Archbishop Listecki will preside at 
the 9:00 AM Mass and bless and 
dedicate of our new altar relic of  
St. Dominic.   

Over the past few months, an altar 
relic has been under design and 
built with the help of alumni Heidi 
and Jake Emery of Conrad Schmitt 
Studios. Made of the same marble 
as our altar with a metal cross at the 
center, the altar relic will be placed 
under the altar.  

We have received additional 
donations of saint relics. A second 
reliquary will be added to our 
church. Relics give witness to 
holiness that was embodied in the 
saint. They give us hope that even in 
our lives, with all the temptations 
that come through the experiences 
of our world, we are called to be 
saints as well.  

How will we continue St. Dominic’s 
mission and together with him lead 
people to Christ?  His legacy is our 
mission, and Christ is inviting us to 
be encouraged and inspired by  
St. Dominic to live our parish 
mission at this very moment in our 
lives.   

First drop off weekend for the Blessing Bags for the Homeless 
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Seminarian Alex Kren is preparing for 
ordination to the transitional 
diaconate on April 23, 2022. As his 
teaching parish, we will joyfully 
celebrate with him and continue to 
support him in his final year of 
formation before being ordained to 
the priesthood in 2023.  

It has been a long journey. Alex never 
imagined God would call him to the 
priesthood. Instead, he was a 3-sport 
athlete growing up, and like many 
young men, sports consumed his life. 

Becoming a priest, Alex said, “was not 
on my radar at all.” He uses an 
analogy of a car to describe his faith 
life growing up. He said, “Through 
middle school and in high school I 
was in the driver seat. Worldly things 
were kind of in the passenger seat, 
and my faith was in the back seat. I 
am sure many people can relate with 
that. After I graduated high school, 
worldly things started to take my seat 
in the driver seat.” 

A series of events took place that 
resulted in his experiencing a lot of 
suffering. When he was 16, his 
parents divorced. Being the youngest 
of four, it hit him hard. After high 
school, he stopped going to Mass. He 
completely fell away from his faith 
and struggled with his identity.   

Alex said, “My identity in middle 
school and high school was the 
athlete. After high school, I was no 
longer on sports teams, so I 
questioned, ‘who am I?’ I wrestled 
with that a lot. I was insecure and 
didn't have much purpose or 
meaning in my life.” Worldly things 
were taking more control of his life, 
but Alex learned how God 
can and will work in 
someone’s life. How God 
can use suffering for His 
glory. It took Alex hitting 
rock bottom for him to 
listen to God. “I was always 
thick headed,” said Alex.  

During these low points, 
Alex had some good 
conversation with his 
cousin and his brother 
Matt. Alex said, “Those 
conversations started to 
focus around God and His 
will for my life. They were 
like the beginning seeds in 
some sense. There was a 
part of me that wanted to 
become a better version of 
myself, but I just couldn't 
do it on my own. I would 
try and just fall back. I kept 
saying to God, you've got 
to do this because I 
cannot do this.” 

Alex reached out to his 
mom, asking her how to 
get back into the faith. She 

gave him the book, “Rediscovering 
Catholicism,” by Matthew Kelly. Alex 
read about the importance of having 
a prayer life. Up to this point in his life, 
he didn’t have one. Working second 
shift in his hometown, he would get 
off around 10:15 PM. He decided he 
would go to church and pray. “Some 
of my greatest moments of prayer 
was during this period. Just the 
Blessed Sacrament and me. It was so 
peaceful in the church and there was 
a light on the crucifix. Everything 
around me was dark but the cross 
and Jesus was very stunning all lit 
up,” said Alex. 

Through prayer, Alex heard the call, 

Embracing the Call 
By Meg Picciolo, Parishioner and Director of Marketing Communications 

Alex Kren at the St. Dominic Annual 
Golf Outing. 

Alex serving as acolyte on March 26  at  
St. Francis de Sales Seminary as fellow 

seminarians were instituted into the Ministry of 
Lector. (Photo: St. Francis de Sales Seminary.) 
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Is Jesus calling you to be a 
Catholic priest? 

“Jesus Christ is calling men to lay 
down their lives in service to His 
Church as priests in the Archdiocese 
of Milwaukee. The priesthood is less 
about what a priest does – it is about 
who he is. Through the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders, he is intimately 
configured to Jesus Christ. The 
priest gives everything he would 
normally call his own – his hands, his 
mind, his voice, his talents, even the 
very breath of life to Christ and to 
His Church.” thinkpriest.org.  

Learn about the signs of a vocation, 
discerning the call, and life as a 
seminarian at Thinkpriest.org, or 
reach out to Fr. Dennis or Fr. Tim to 
begin a conversation. 

which set him on the path to the 
priesthood. He is in his 8th year at St. 
Francis de Sales Seminary. Alex said, 
“I started from the bottom. In all 
honesty, though some people might 
complain, I needed every single year.”  

Upon entering the seminary, Alex 
was surprised that the other men 
were all normal, regular people. He 
has come to appreciate and treasure 
the authentic friendships he has 
made and the brotherhood among 
the seminarians. “There is no place 
like a seminary. I mean, it is unique in 
that we have 64 guys in house and 
we're all there for the same reason. 
For instance, I'll be in the chapel 
praying, and guys are coming in and 
out and it makes you step back and 
think, wow, the Holy Spirit is doing 
amazing things, people are on fire for 
Christ,” said Alex.  

Alex is grateful for how the Lord has 
been working in his own life and the 
things he has been able to overcome. 
Priestly formation has four pillars: The 
human pillar, the intellectual, the 
spiritual and the pastoral. Alex said, 
“Because of the way the world is now 
and the things that people can get 
into, I struggle the most with the 
human side of formation. There is a 
lot of brokenness out there. The 
world doesn't give us healthy ways to 
deal with that brokenness. A lot of my 
work in seminary is dealing with this 
human side, dealing with past 
woundedness, but also the unhealthy 
habits that I formed to help me 
survive when I was in dark times, 
before returning to the faith. A lot of 
that work has been tough for me. It’s 
a different way of approaching things 
and change is not easy. Habits are 
hard to break.” 

He is also challenged by his call to the 
priesthood. Alex said, “One desire I 
have is to embrace the call more. I 
think, Lord, there are so many other 
people you could have chosen. I’ve 
really wrestled with God a lot these 
last two and a half years, but we just 
had our canonical retreat and one of 

my desires was to pray for the grace 
to embrace the call. It’s amazing how 
God answers our prayers, even if He 
answers them in ways we don’t 
expect. I’m trying to conform my will 
to his will, trying to die to self. There's 
suffering in that, and it's painful, but 
the reward that is given is so much 
more.” 

Being a part of our parish while in 
formation at the seminary has given 
him a unique perspective. He 
describes our parish as vibrant. He 
said, “There is a lot going on which is 
beautiful to see. A lot of people are 
getting involved and I think that’s a 
big positive.” He likes that we 
welcome ideas and that there is a 
willingness to try something new. He 
also said we do hospitality well. Alex 
said, “When I first came here, I felt 
like you cared about me. People were 
interested in me, and they wanted to 
make sure I felt I was part of the 
family. You feel at home when you 
walk in to the church and parish.” He 
said the presence of the school is 
important and he appreciates the 
desire of the parish to continue 
catechesis, especially for the adults in 
the parish, challenging them to grow 

as Disciples of Christ.   

As Alex prepares for his ordination to 
the transitional diaconate this spring 
and ordination to the priesthood in 
2023, please continue to pray for him, 
pray for the grace of perseverance 
and the grace to embrace the call.  

The St Francis de Sales Seminary team were runners up at the 2022 de Sales 
Invitational Tournament. Alex is in the front row on the left. 
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ONE & FOUR 
The Angels and the Saints 
competed during their “Olympic 
Games” during the annual Knights 
Move Fundraiser. Fr. Tim joined in 
the competition. 

TWO 
We welcomed members of 
Consecrated Life on February 7. 

THREE 
St. Dominic Catholic School 
students celebrate Mass weekly, 
with individual grades taking music 
and liturgical minister roles.     

FIVE 
Students preparing for the 
sacrament of confirmation take 
part in the February 2022 retreat. 

SIX , SEVEN & EIGHT 
Roaring in the Twenties Gala at the 
Brookfield Conference Center was 
a roaring success. We are grateful 
to our chairs, Tina & Tim Jessick, 
and Mary Jo & Jim Maslowski, our 
sponsors, donors, volunteer teams, 
and attendees for their generous 
support. 
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NINE & TEN 
St. Dominic Catholic School students 
performed the Little Mermaid, Jr. a 
Musical in March, directed by music 
teacher, Christine White.  

 

 

ELEVEN & TWELVE 
Parish members joined with 
members of St. John Paul II Parish 
for three weekends of painting and 
improvements as part of our Lenten 
Outreach Project.   

 

THIRTEEN 
We offered two fish fries during Lent 
with both dine-in or drive-thru 
options.  

 

Photos 1, 3, 4, 9, & 10 courtesy of Bill Meyer 

Gala photos 6, 7, & 8 courtesy of DJ Herda 
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God is Everywhere 
The Brueggeman Family Story 

Rose and Robb Brueggeman have been married for 25 
years. Their story began after meeting at Augustana 
College in 1990. They were married in 1996 prior to 
starting their medical residencies in Peoria and then 
Chicago, IL. They were able to spend 
their first six years together working 
toward completing residency training 
prior to the birth of their oldest 
daughter, Gabriella.  

Rose is the youngest of four siblings and 
was raised in Wheaton, Illinois. Her 
parents immigrated to this country with 
her three older siblings when they were 
toddlers. Rose was the only person in 
her family born in the US. She was 
raised Catholic and in a bilingual home. 
She visited her extended family in Bolivia 
every summer, where she learned to love the Bolivian 
culture and community. 

Robb is the older of two siblings and was born in 
Nuremberg, Germany, where his father was stationed in 
the service. He returned to the US at 
the age of two months and was 
raised in Mukwonago, Wisconsin. 
Both sets of grandparents were from 
Germany so he learned German 
culture at a young age. 

During the dating and early years of 
marriage, Rose used to contend they 
did not have very much in common. 
Robb, however, focused on the fact 
that we were both raised by loving 
families that valued God, practiced 
their faiths, and respected everyone. 
He believed that with that 
foundation, their differences didn’t 
matter. 

They agree that Robb’s theory has 
definitely been put to the test. 
Obviously, everyone is raised 
differently and has different opinions 
about everything. Raising their 
children, Gabriella (19), Anya (15), Sophia 
(15) and Isabella (12) has provided many 

wonderful discussions and debates, but in the end they 
always agree how blessed they are. 

Raising a family together in faith was always important, 
so upon arriving to Brookfield, they 
looked for a parish. The 
recommendation of their friends led 
them to St. Dominic Catholic Parish and 
our pastor at that time, Father Curt 
Frederick. Rose said, “It has been a 
wonderful home for us as we have 
listened to the words of many wise 
priests, and felt welcomed by many 
families.” 

St. Dominic has been a place of teaching, 
stability and strength. They frequently 
bike to the prayer gardens as a family 

where they can appreciate the natural beauty of the 
gardens themselves, and have time to reflect and pray to 
strengthen their faith and their relationship with God 
and His Son. 

The Brueggeman Family: (Left to right)  
Gabriella, Isabella, Rose, Robb, Anya and Sophia 

“It  

(St. Dominic)  

has been a  

wonderful home  

for us.” 
~Rose & Robb  

Brueggeman 
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Rose said, “The gardens are basically where we started 
our journey with Robb’s cancer in 2010. We went there 
to pray and cry after Robb’s diagnosis-bringing our  
questions and sorrow. The “why” became a strength for 
our family as it has caused us to question more, pray 
more, and be more thankful of our blessings.” 

Through this Rose and Robb have decided to make no 
major changes in their lives. They’ve kept working, doing 
things as a family, taking a lot more pictures, and 
reminding each other of their love more frequently. The 
amazing outpouring of love from their families, friends, 
and fellow parishioners has been an unbelievable 
awakening and blessing, and has helped them see a lot 
of the kindness in people, even in the face of all the 
current sadness and chaos. 

Robb’s diagnosis has provided them with a stronger 
faith and a deeper sense of appreciation for each other 
and life. Although they didn’t let the cancer diagnosis 
change their lives, it is definitely an elephant in the 
room. As they are busy traveling to swim meets, track 
and cross country meets, soccer games and gymnastics 
meets, the girls know they need to help their dad apply 
his medical device on his head or remind him not to eat 
during his chemo. 

Rose said, “The busyness of our schedules is fun, but it 
highlights a dilemma that Andrew and Father Dennis 
have both mentioned in their writings—placing God first 
in our secular, over stretched society.” They are trying to 
teach this to their girls, but want them to “want” to grow 
close to God, not be forced to God. This is one of the 
most difficult things to figure out as a parent. 

They have adopted the life journey of being reminded 
that God is everywhere and sovereign over everything, 
and trying to incorporate that feeling into all that they 
do. This feeling of God being present not only within the 
walls of St. Dominic, but in all of us is what they hope 
their children learn from their example at home as well 
as at St. Dominic. 

Rose said, “The church, the parishioners, and 
opportunities to serve as a family, or to help fellow 
parishioners has allowed us to do this. In particular, Anya, 
Sophia and Robb had a wonderful, fulfilling fall day 
helping an elderly parishioner with some yard work and 
landscaping that was too much for her to do on her 
own.” 

As all parents would agree, each day/minute provides a 
new adventure, as they are living, and learning, as they 
go. These moments strengthen faith, as they ask for  
guidance, patience, or just get to enjoy the gifts of a 
child’s happiness. Rose and Robb are most grateful for 
those people that God has placed in their lives. Rose 

said, “We  were born into loving families and live in a 
country that provides many freedoms and opportunities. 
We have been surrounded by supportive, kind friends 
through each stage of our lives. Then we were able to 
find each other, and get to work through and enjoy the 
blessing of our children.” 

Rose and Robb shared, “We hope that our children 
realize that they are loved no matter what they have 
done or the mistakes they have made, and that we are 
simply here to guide them to be the best they can be. 
Basically, they can never do anything that will make us 
not love them, and that is even more true of our God, 
which is the example we always try to emulate and hope 
they do as well.” 

The Brueggeman family often bikes to the Prayer 
Gardens of St. Dominic to appreciate the natural beauty 

of the gardens and to reflect and pray to strengthen 
their faith and their relationship with God and His Son. 
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If you’ve been lucky enough have had a child in one of 
her classes, you know what a blessing Frankie Nethery is 
to our parish community. This instantly likable, 
passionate and faith-filled woman is a favorite among 
students at St. Dominic Catholic School (I say this with 
confidence as a mom whose son loved having her as his 
fourth grade teacher) and a committed Catholic beyond 
the classroom.  

We’re grateful Frankie has shared more about her faith 
journey with us. Read on to learn about this dedicated 
teacher and fellow Knight for Christ.  

How has being a Catholic 
played a role in your life? Can 
you share any defining 
moments in your faith life?  

Frankie: I belong to St. Charles 
Parish in Hartland. I love 
having a "work" parish here at 
St. Dominic and a "home" 
parish at St. Charles. I have 
always been Catholic, and I 
love it!  

The defining moment of my 
faith was when I went through 
Confirmation as a junior at 
Arrowhead High School. You 
might be surprised to learn 
that I went to public school 
until college, when I attended 
St. Norbert. Since I had only 
been to public school, my 
faith was never really 
connected to my life on a 
daily basis. During 
Confirmation, I went on my 
first retreat. During my 
retreat, I had gone to 
Adoration for the first time 
ever (yes, as a junior - so 
crazy!) and it changed my life! 
I was so open to the Holy 
Spirit at that moment, that 
He just took over my life and 
it has been that way ever 

since. In that moment, I encountered Jesus so deeply 
that it touched my soul. There's really no other way for 
me to describe it! I knew my life would be different from 
there. It's amazing what can happen when you are truly 
open to God's plan! 

How did you get involved in the Lake Country Life Teen 
team and how long have you been a part of that group? 
What has your role been with that organization?  

Frankie: I am a product of Lake Country Life Teen! I 
attended it while I was in high school.  After I got 
Confirmed, I came back as a senior to help with 

Confirmation retreats. I also 
went on my first mission trip 
to Appalachia, Virginia. I took a 
break from helping while I was 
away at college, but when I 
returned to the area, I began 
helping out again with Life 
Teen at St. Charles and have 
been helping ever since.  

I have also helped with a few 
of the St. Dominic 
Confirmation retreats. My role 
is a CORE team member, 
which just means I help out 
with any teenager-related 
things. I have been on a total 
of 11 Confirmation retreats 
between St. Charles and St. 
Dominic, I have done three 
years of Life Teen at St. 
Charles, and I have 
chaperoned one trip to the 
Life Teen camp in Georgia, 
which included both St. 
Charles and St. Dominic.  

You are committed to Respect 
Life issues. Can you share 
more about your passion for 
that cause and why it's 
important to you? 

Frankie: I was able to attend 
March for Life in Washington, 
D.C., in January 2020. It was an 

Getting to Know Frankie 
 By Julia Hansch Schultz, Parishioner and Seek Christ Editor 

“These are the best coworkers ever!” Frankie said 
about her fellow St. Dominic Catholic School 

teachers, pictured here all supporting student 
Lucy Spada’s “Little Warrior Foundation,” which 

raises money for pediatric cancer research.  

In addition to teaching at the parish school, 
Frankie is a member of St. Dominic’s Core Team 

(pictured here during a January 2021 
Confirmation retreat), and works with teens 

through the parish student ministry program.  
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incredible experience to meet new 
people and learn their stories. I have 
always had pro-life views but was 
never too vocal about it until I heard 
Abby Johnson's story about working 
at Planned Parenthood. It really 
opened my eyes to the reality of the 
industry that is threatening our 
society. I am pro-life because I believe 
that each person has inherent beauty 
and dignity and is created for a 
purpose that God has perfectly 
designed. One of my best friends is 
adopted and I can't imagine my life 
without her. I am very grateful that 
her birth parents chose life for her!  

What do you like about St. Dominic 
Catholic School, its students and 
parents? How about the parish 
community as a whole? 

Frankie: I love St. Dominic because of 
the community. We can share our faith 
with each other openly and learn from 
one another. The students here are 
amazing. I could not have asked for a 
better place to start my teaching 
career. The parents here are involved 
and always willing to help. I enjoy having car duty at the 
end of the school day so that I can connect with parents 
and see what their lives are like outside of school. It 
helps me to build relationships with them and my 
students!  

You recently transitioned from teaching fourth grade to 
teaching second grade. How are the two grades 
different?  

Frankie: Teaching second grade and fourth grade has 
been SO different. I think the one thing that is the same 
is the amount of questions that my students ask. Kids 
are so curious and innovative and they have a thirst for 
knowledge, which is why I love my job. There is never a 
dull moment, and it keeps me on my toes!  

The biggest difference, besides the difficulty of the 
content, would probably be the independence. I enjoyed 
that fourth graders were more mature so we could talk 
about higher-level topics and I could delegate more 
responsibilities around the classroom.  

On the other hand, I also like that second graders need 
me more to help them with tasks like putting on their 
mittens or reading bigger words. I like that they 
participate in dance breaks during the school day! Faith 
formation was also a huge reason for my desire to switch 

grades. Since I know the fourth grade expectations, I 
know what I am preparing the second graders for in the 
future.  

What are some of the biggest challenges you've 
encountered while teaching during the pandemic? 
Have there been some silver linings and unexpected 
blessings in the past two years?  

Frankie: To be honest, I only had one year of teaching 
under my belt before the pandemic, so I feel that I've 
been super flexible. I didn't really have a set way of doing 
things at that point, so I have been able to go with the 
flow. 

(Continued on page 12)  

“God is working in my life today 
as I am also preparing for a 

sacrament! My fiancé, Jerry, and I 
will be getting married in July 
2023, and I am excited that we 
were called to the vocation of 

marriage together,” said Frankie. 

Frankie attended the March for 
Life in Washington, D.C., in 

January 2020. The event’s theme 
was "Life Empowers: Pro-Life is 

Pro-Woman." 

Now Enrolling 
St. Dominic Catholic School is now enrolling future 
Knights in grades K3—grade 8 for the 2022-2023 
school year, where we continue to provide in-person 
instruction in a tradition of humble excellence. We 
work with parents to place an armor of God upon 
the children—an armor of goodness, righteousness, 
and virtue. Please contact our principal, Mrs. Jill 
Fischer, to arrange a conversation and tour. (Select 
openings  are available in K3 and K4) 
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(Continued from page 11) 

The biggest challenge for me is 
having kids out of school. It is much 
better when the classroom is full, 
otherwise it feels like we aren't whole 
as a class.  

It is easier for me when I am able to 
assist the students myself with 
lessons, rather than have them 
virtual or send the work home so 
that I can get a good sense if a 
student understands something or 
not.  

On that note, the parents have been 
the biggest blessing for me because 
they are the ones who are helping to 
keep the learning going at home. I 

know it can't be easy! It has really 
taken a lot of teamwork and 
communication the last two years. 
The teachers at St. Dominic are the 
biggest blessing as well because 
they've helped me so much with 
everything.  

As you work in a Catholic school, 
teaching a grade during which 
students receive a sacrament, and 
share your time and talents in 
other ways, how is God otherwise 
working in your life today?  

Frankie: God is also working in my life 
today as I am also preparing for a 
sacrament! My fiancé, Jerry, and I will 
be getting married in July 2023. We 
will be getting married at St. Charles 

by Father Nick Baumgardner. I am 
excited that we were called to the 
vocation of marriage together.  

God is also working in my life 
because I have an amazing group of 
women that I get together with for 
small group. We've done Bible 
studies and used some of the 
Blessed is She devotionals 
depending on the liturgical seasons. 
I'm blessed to have a community of 
friends who share the same beliefs 
and faith as me. We support each 
other through life's journey and I've 
learned so much through them. They 
inspire me to have a closer 
relationship with Christ!  

He is Risen!  

The Easter Season is a perfect time to 
consider your final sacred resting 
place. St. Dominic is a place many have 
called home. Our location offers a 
connection to family, friends, and 
Church with year-round visitation. The 
Prayer Gardens are a beautiful, natural 
extension to remember and pray for 
our beloved deceased. 

Cremation is supported by the Catholic 
Church. Cremation and inurnment in a 
columbarium is substantially less 
expensive than traditional in-ground 
burial. 

 

 

 

 

St. Dominic Catholic Parish believes 

we have been called to spread the 

“Good News” of Jesus Christ. As part 

of this mission, we publish a variety 

of communications which highlight 

the people, ministries, programs, 

and events of our parish.  

Please notify us with any change of 

address. 

Seek Christ is published by 

St. Dominic Catholic Parish 

18255 W. Capitol Drive 

Brookfield WI 53045 

Share your faith story in our next 

issue! Contact Meg Picciolo at 

262.781.3480 or info@stdominic.net. 
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