
 

  

 

Fulfilling the Great Commission 
By Lisa Topp, Parishioner and Seek Christ editor 

“Look around the pews, there is a 
generation missing here, it’s people my own 
age. Many people are asking the questions, 
is the church even relevant today? Is Jesus 
Christ really relevant in my life?” Patrick 
Donohue, St. Dominic parishioner and  
St. Dominic Catholic School alumni ‘13, has 
answered these questions with a 
resounding “yes!” Patrick recently began his 
journey as a FOCUS missionary and will 
serve the student population of UW-
Oshkosh over the next two years.  

FOCUS is the Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students. Their mission is “To 
know Christ Jesus and fulfill the Great 
Commission.” FOCUS missionaries are 
young adults from every walk of life, 
passionate about growing faith and 
fellowship within college campuses. In 
action since 1998, they now boast over 730 
missionaries at 172 locations. 

Patrick’s journey to discipleship began in his 
early years at St. Dominic Catholic School. 
He recalls that in the fifth grade, he received 
an invitation from the associate pastor to 
attend a seminary camp where he was able 
to meet other boys his age that shared a 
passion for the faith.  

“When you are a young man who is 
interested in being holy and faithful, and 
you feel like you are being called to be holy, 
many people associate that with the 
priesthood.” In his years at St. Dominic, and 
later at Marquette University High School, 
he recalls many young priests served as role 
models. He recognized that they were 
young and holy and that this had led them 
to the priesthood.  

Another pivotal faith memory was from the 
eighth grade. Patrick shared, “I remember 
Miss Seifert, she had a big impact because 
she really taught me how to pray.” He 
explained that the students were given a 
blank piece of paper and with worship 
music as a backdrop, encouraged to talk 
about what was going on in their life in a               
                                         (Continued on page 2) 
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“Upon accepting a position with FOCUS, you 
agree to be sent to any of the campuses they 

serve on. I was filled with joy when I was 
assigned to serve close to home. The 

students I work with may one day end up at 
St. Dominic or in the Archdiocese.”  

An Inspiring View of Parish Life 
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concrete way by writing it down. 
“You can really explicitly feel and 
hear what God’s doing in your life,” 
Patrick said. This was the start of his 
prayer journaling. 

Throughout his years at Marquette 
High, in addition to playing football, 
he became very active in student 
retreats, even serving as the co-
leader of the freshman retreat his 
senior year. As the college years 
grew near, he knew he wanted to 
study business and was attracted to 
UW-LaCrosse due to his love of the 
outdoors. During one of his first 
days on campus as a new college 
student, he attended “Involvement 
Fest,” which showcased clubs and 
activities on campus. There, he was 
drawn to the table that said 
“FOCUS, the Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students.” He recounts, 
“There was a guy there that had a 
FOCUS shirt on, and he said, ‘Hi, I’m 
Nick, what’s your name?’” This was 
the start of not only a friendship but 
was also the important first step of 
Patrick’s FOCUS journey. 

Because Patrick knew he wanted a 
family one day, he was inspired 
when he met this young, dynamic 

Catholic man, similar to himself, 
living out his faith in a lay ministry. 
He states that it was then that his 
view of priesthood, and his 
discernment of what God was 
calling him to do began to change. 

During his freshman year, he had 
luncheons with Nick and attended 
social bon fires, but he never 
attended the Bible studies, feeling 
he didn’t know enough about the 
Bible to participate. Sophomore 
year he decided to attend the Seek 
Conference where thousands of 
college students come together for 
daily Mass and inspirational 
speakers. It was here that he heard 
Dr. Jonathan Reyes state “the World 
doesn’t need more half disciples,” 
then challenged, “so what are you 
going to do about it?” Reyes 
continued to inspire, “If you’re not 
moving forward in your faith, you’re 
probably sliding backwards, there’s 
no cruise-control in the faith life.” It 
was there and then that Patrick 
realized it was time to decide if he 
was “all in.”  

Following that inspirational 
moment, Patrick did go to that 
Bible study, where he met others 
that were like-minded. With these 
new friends, he found a virtuous 

way to hang out and have fun with 
other college students. 

In his final college year, he interned 
with Kwik Trip, and was offered the 
opportunity to stay on with the 
company after graduation. Still, he 
felt called to explore other options. 
One was the Alumni Service Corp 
through Marquette High, the other, 
applying to be a FOCUS missionary. 
Patrick prayed over this decision, 
and discussed it with his Kwik Trip 
managers, who stated that they 
would welcome him back with the 
wealth of knowledge and 
experience he would gain over the 
course of two years of ministry if he 
chose to take that path.  

Although Marquette High was the 
comfortable choice, he felt that the 
greatest need was for him to serve 
on a college campus. Patrick stated, 
“When you get out of your comfort 
zone, that is when you truly have an 
impact.” When asked about his 
calling to this ministry, he recalled a 
saying that “God doesn’t call the 
qualified, he qualifies the called.” As 
a young, charismatic Catholic, who 
loves the church and the faith, he 
truly felt called to share the love and 
happiness that it brings him.  

He reports that his parents and 
brothers are very supportive and 
were not surprised by his decision, 
because they knew that most of his 
junior and senior years were spent 
hanging out at the Newman Center 
and that was the hub of his 
friendships. He says sharing his 
experiences has been a great 
journey for his family. And, he now 
joins the ranks of fellow parishioner 
and St Dominic classmate, 
McKenna Scott, who has been 
serving as a FOCUS missionary for 
the past year. 

Patrick’s responsibility as a FOCUS 
missionary means a two-year 
commitment (with the option to 
continue if desired), fundraising his 
salary, and the willingness to be 
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This is my small group for training out in Bismarck, ND for the first part of 
summer. These guys are incredible because we can pray together or post up at 

the campus bar for a beer, they live a life worth imitation. (R: Patrick) 



 

3 

relocated to any FOCUS campus. 
Hoping to remain in the Midwest, he 
was placed close to home at UW-
Oshkosh. “I believe God wanted me 
there, not only is it close to home, 
but I have a girlfriend who’s in 
LaCrosse.” He believes Oshkosh is in 
a building year. He explains that the 
mission team is very young, and 
they were assigned a new priest last 
year in the middle of COVID. He 
feels his experience with very 
seasoned missionaries in LaCrosse 
will be an asset to the Oshkosh 
program. 

Patrick and other FOCUS 
missionaries started the summer 
with training in Bismarck, North 
Dakota. He will head to the UW-
Oshkosh campus at the end of July 
in preparation for the students to 
return to campus. His FOCUS team 
will consist of two additional young 
men and two young ladies, living 
and working in community. 

Their goal is to evangelize to 
students on campus through one-
on-one mentorship or discipleship 
through Bible studies and other 

events to offer an alternative to 
college sponsored events. They are 
committed to daily Mass and a holy 
hour every day, and then have time 
allotted to meet with students to 
invite them to a friendship with 
Christ. They strive to advance the 
Gospel through authentic friendship 
and personal relationships with one 
another. “FOCUS launches students 
into a life-long mission,” Patrick 
explains. “They may not go on to be 
missionaries, but they are the ones 
that are involved in their parishes 
and become leaders in their faith.” 

When asked about the biggest 
challenge ahead, Patrick stated, “It’s 
so relational.” In trying to advance 
the Gospel, he is also building 
friendships and having fun with the 
students. He states the struggle 
may be in finding common ground 
or in doing activities he wouldn’t 
otherwise enjoy. He plans to 
participate in the joyful sacrifice of 
meeting these students where they 
are in their faith journey, trying new 
activities, and having fun while 
growing both in their relationship, 

as well as their relationship with 
Christ. 

“People are desiring Christ now 
more than ever. I truly believe that 
FOCUS is giving me, and I hope the 
parish, hope for the church, but also 
for the world, because we do need 
good, Christian, Catholic leaders in 
every single profession,” Patrick 
stated. “I want to be a business 
leader that’s leading from the core.” 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to learn more 
about Patrick and the mission to 
which God has called him, you can 
visit his mission page at:  

https://www.focus.org/
missionaries/patrick-donohue  

Patrick would greatly appreciate 
your prayers as he embarks on the 
next two years of his missionary 
work. 

 

(Patrick, Jackie, Ali, Ethan, and Sarah) “This is my team who I will be serving 
along side at UW-Oshkosh. We are all true Midwesterners and love the great 

state of Wisconsin.” 

“St. Dominic will always be my home, 
this beautiful church has been a holy 
place for my prayer.” 
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My name is Emily Nolan, and I am 
the new Middle School Coordinator 
here at St. Dominic Catholic Parish. 
When I was fourteen, I fell in love 
with Christ and His Church.  

When I was a freshman in high 
school, a junior sat and ate lunch 
with a few classmates and me. At 

the end of lunch, she invited us to 
come pray a rosary with her and 
some friends. I only said yes 
because I felt bad when the others 
at my table said no. When I prayed 
with these women, I noticed they 
had a peace I desperately wanted 
but could not find. After praying  

 
with them, I told God, “If you exist, 
and I’m not sure you do, you have 
until Easter to prove to me that 
faith is worth it.”  

After that day, a conversion slowly 
began to happen in my heart.  
I began to spend my free time in 
Campus Ministry where I asked the 
questions that had made me stop 
praying. I also went to confession 
and, for the first time, realized that 
confession was not a “time out box” 
where we are punished for the 
things we have done wrong, but 
rather a place where we receive the 
healing mercy of God. I also 
encountered Jesus in Eucharistic 
Adoration for the first time that 
year. I was given a grace to 
understand that I am greatly loved 
by the Lord, which began to dispel 
the lies I was believing that said  
I didn’t matter, or God didn’t care 
about my life.  

From that time, my love and zeal 
for evangelization has slowly grown 
as I have continued to grow in my 
faith. I recently graduated from the 
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, 
MN with a degree in Catholic 
Studies and Theology. During 
college, I was blessed to serve 
young Catholics through a 
Catechesis Program called Totus 
Tuus. Each week of Totus Tuus, all 
of the students have an 
opportunity to go to confession. 
We also brought the middle and 
high school students to Adoration 
one night of the week. Typically, I 
was the member of the team who 
directed the confession lines, which 
often meant I stood in the back 
praying the Rosary for the teens 

Falling in Love 
 By Emily Nolan, Middle School Coordinator 

Emily’s roommate (L) and her parents (R) visit the tomb of St. John Paul II 
during her semester in Rome. 
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and was around if anything 
happened, or teens forgot where to 
go or what to do.   

One week, we had a high school 
girl who had missed a lot of the 
prior school year because of an 
illness that caused her to be in near 
constant pain. Before we went 
upstairs to confession and 
adoration, she told me she was 
terrified to go to confession 
because of a bad experience she 
had a few years before. I told her 
that I couldn’t make her go to 
confession but reassured her that it 
would be okay. Near the end of the 
night, she went to confession. 
Afterwards, she shared that when 
the priest said the words of 
absolution, the pain went away for 
the first time in over six months. 
When I doubt that God wants to do 
great things in our lives, I 
remember this night because I saw 
that God really does want to give 
good gifts to his children.  

During college,  
I also had the 
opportunity to 
study in Rome 
for a semester.  
I took classes at 
an international 
university and 
while one of my 
classes was only 
with students 
from the United 
States, two of 
my classes were 
with students 
from all over the 
world. Most of 
my classmates 
were priests, 
seminarians and 
religious sisters. 
In my moral 
Theology class,  
I sat near two 
Missionary of 

Charity Brothers 
from India, a Sister 

from Kenya, a Sister from Michigan, 
and seminarians from England, 
Scotland, and all over the United 
States. I got to know the brothers 
really well over the semester and 
was moved by their love of the poor 
and the deep conviction both of 
them had that God was calling 
them to serve the church in 
religious life.  

When I was not in class, I often 
worked at the homeless shelter run 
by the Missionaries of Charity 
sisters, helping with cleaning and 
helping the younger Sisters 
practice their English. 

Rome provided me with a space to 
encounter the Saints and the Early 
Church in a way far different than a 
textbook could explain. One thing 
Rome does not lack is tombs of the 
martyrs. You cannot walk more 
than a block in any direction 
without finding the relics or a tomb 
of a Saint who died for their faith. 
Every time we celebrate the feast of 

one of the martyrs, I am reminded 
that this is a faith that thousands of 
Christians through the centuries 
loved so much that they died 
rather than deny it. 

I also met a lot of Saint friends in 
Rome, but two whose lives came 
alive were St. Dominic and St. 
Catherine of Siena. We took classes 
at the Angelicum whose roots go 
back to the first formation house 
for Dominican brothers founded in 
Rome in the year after St. Dominic’s 
death. The University currently is on 
the property of one of the first 
monasteries of Dominican nuns 
founded by St. Dominic to 
intercede for all those engaged in 
the apostolate of preaching and 
teaching in the Church. All those 
who know the story of the building, 
or of the University, fondly speak of 
St. Dominic as a wise and fatherly 
founder of a religious family. While 
he is not buried in Rome, he 
certainly left his mark on the city, 
and it has been preserved in the 
800 years since his death. 

I came to love St. Catherine of Siena 
after accidentally finding the 
church in which she is buried on 
my way home from class one 
evening. The church had an 
evening Mass time that worked 
really well with my class schedule, 
and was one of very few places 
open during my free time in the 
early afternoons. I regularly went to 
her tomb to pray because it 
seemed that she wanted to play 
some sort of intercessory role in my 
life.  

Right now, one of my favorite 
Saints is Mary Magdalene. I love the 
chaste intimacy of her love with 
Jesus and the experience of His 
great healing and mercy at work in 
her life. What a gift it is to be the 
first witness of the Resurrection! 

St. Therese of Lisieux is my 
confirmation Saint, and I have 
always had a closeness to her in 
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Basilica of St. Clare in Assisi. 
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prayer and have seen her 
intercession at work in my life. 
Sometimes I joke that she has 
promised to drag me kicking and 
screaming to heaven if she has to.  

A few years ago, I was encouraged 
to read a biography of St. Dominic 
while I was going through a 
difficult season of life. In the final 
chapter, the author, who is a 
religious priest, reflects on St. 
Dominic’s final days through the 
lens of his religious vows of poverty, 
chastity and obedience. When he 
comes to Obedience, Father 
remarks “Certainly Dominic 
experienced many 
disappointments but remained 
trusting God. One can also speak in 
general and of religious life in 
particular as a school of 
disappointments. It is not so much 
whether there will be 
disappointments in life, but what 
we will do with them. They can 
make us cynics, or they can help us 
to become contemplatives ... 
cynicism seems never to have 
touched his [Dominic’s] soul, but 
rather only the joy that is an effect 
of a contemplative life.” I have been 
struck by St. Dominic’s joy, and that 
of those who have followed in his 
footsteps since I read this book. St. 
Dominic has been a powerful 
intercessor in my life, and has 
taught me the importance of a well
-integrated life of prayer, study, 
apostolate and community. 

For me, my prayer life has always 
been a simple one. I would say that 
the pillars of it are silence, scripture 
and the Eucharist. When I was first 
beginning to pray, a priest 
encouraged me to pray in front of 
the Blessed Sacrament whenever 
possible. In high school, this often 
looked like making a little visit to 
the chapel for five minutes before 
going to my first class of the day. 
Since then, the length and content 
of my prayer has changed, but I 
always come back to scripture, 

especially the psalms and the 
Gospels. 

Right now, I begin each day by 
praying morning prayer from the 
Liturgy of the Hours and 
meditating on the readings of the 
day. I also pray a rosary at some 
point during the day and do my 
best to make it to daily Mass. I am 
still trying to figure out exactly 
what my prayer life will continue to 
look like now that I am no longer in 
college, and am trying to be 
patient with myself as I figure that 
out. I firmly believe that anything 
worthwhile is a fruit of a life of 
prayer.  

I am very excited to serve the 
Church here at St. Dominic along 
with the Core Team, and to help 
build a community of intentional 
disciples. I love how middle school 
is a time of growth and change as 
we begin to look at and analyze the 
world ourselves. It is exciting 
because we want to be adults, but 
it can also be scary and confusing 
because we can feel alone as we try 
to navigate the questions of life 
and begin to ask who we want to 
be. Faith can also be exciting, scary 
and confusing. It’s not always cool 

to be faithful, and a lot of middle 
school can be spent trying to fit in.  

 “We have all known the long 
loneliness and we have learned 
that the only solution is love and 
that love comes with community.” -
-Servant of God Dorothy Day  

This quote is in the last paragraph 
of Dorothy Day’s autobiography, 
The Long Loneliness, which I read a 
few months ago. I have been 
reflecting on this passage as I think 
about my friendships, but also 
when I think about my faith. I have 
flourished most when I have been 
in communities, whether formal or 
informal, where I have been known, 
loved, and accepted for who I am. I 
want to create a similar community 
within EDGE in the coming years – 
a space where we can be free to 
grow, ask questions, and be 
ourselves. 

I think the first step to a 
relationship with God is an 
openness to Him. God began to 
work powerfully in my life when I 
said I was open to him moving. 
That’s all we need to begin - a “Yes!” 
like Our Lady’s “yes” at the 
Annunciation. 

Emily, front right, pictured with the 2021 Love Begins Here high school 
mission trip group. 
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Faith Community Helps Family Through  

Cancer Journey  
By Julia Hansch Schultz, Parishioner and Seek Christ Editor  

Some places just feel like home. For 
one person, it may be a nostalgic 
childhood neighborhood; for 
another, a cozy grandparents’ 
house, and another, a first shared 
apartment. For Maggie and Piero 
Spada, home is a community that 
combines faith, education and 
unyielding support. It’s the St. 
Dominic Parish community.  

The seeds that led to deep roots in 
this community were planted 
many years ago when Maggie 
was a student at St. Dominic 
Catholic School, from which she 
graduated in 1996. After high 
school, Maggie went to college 
at the University of Wisconsin in 
Madison, where she met Piero, a 
standout student in her Italian 
art history class.  

“Piero could pronounce 
everything fluently,” Maggie 
recalls. “We studied together for 
the final.” 

And the rest is history. 

After completing their 
undergraduate degrees in 
Madison, graduate school and 
work took Maggie and Piero to 
the East Coast, where they lived 
in Massachusetts and New York. 
In 2009, they decided they were 
ready to start a family together 
and wanted to return to the 
Midwest, to be near their 
extended families. It didn’t take 
long for them to select 
Brookfield as their home, and 
St. Dominic as their home 
parish.  

"When you are raised in this 
environment, and see that this 

community is so tight, it sort of 
seemed natural," Maggie said. “You 
don't find that in many other 
places.” 

The close-knit community 
welcomed the couple, and Maggie 
and Piero appreciated being around 
families who shared similar values 
as they had started planning for 
children of their own.  

"The faith-based school was 
important to us, and academics 
were top-notch. The sense of 
community really impressed us," 
Piero said.  

Fast forward to 2019, when the 
Spada family has grown by three 
people, including twins Lucy and 
Leo and their youngest, Ceci. At the 
time, St. Dominic students Lucy and 
Leo were in third grade and Ceci 

was in second grade. Life was 
full and busy with school, work 
and sports, when something 
completely unexpected shook 
their world.  

“Lucy didn't have many 
symptoms,” recalls Maggie. “It 
literally went from one or two 
complaints of a sore leg to a 
limp during a soccer game.”  

When Maggie and Piero took 
Lucy to her pediatrician and for 
an exam and some diagnostic 
testing, the medical team 
found a large tumor in her leg. 
On Sept. 13, 2019, Lucy was 
diagnosed with Ewing sarcoma, 
a rare bone and soft tissue 
cancer that most often affects 
children and young adults.   

“It just comes and takes your 
breath away,” remembers 
Maggie. “It changes your life in 
a moment. It was the greatest 
shock and the greatest 
heartbreak all in a period of 24 
hours. It's devastating.” 

Despite the fact the Spada 
family’s world was turned 
upside down, they clung to 
their faith to help keep them 
grounded.  

The Spadas (Maggie, Piero, Ceci, Leo and Lucy) 
are long-time St. Dominic Parish members and 

all three children attend St. Dominic Catholic 
School. 
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“We laid there in bed and prayed 
that we could take it from her,” 
Maggie recalls. “We prayed, ‘Please, 
Lord. Let it be me,' but that's not 
how that works.” 

The couple’s faith had never been 
more challenged.  

“It's hard to understand why 
children suffer,” Maggie said. “We 
don't have any more clarity now 
than we did on the day she was 
diagnosed, but moments we've 
experienced along the way have 
reminded us that our faith is getting 
us through this ... in small holy 
moments, and through our 
community.” 

One of those first moments 
involved a key physician in Lucy’s 
early care. Thanks to Lucy’s intuitive 
and proactive pediatrician, Dr. 
Jennifer Schreiber – also a St. 
Dominic Parish member – Lucy was 
quickly diagnosed and began 
treatment.  

This initial connection between this 
heartbreaking struggle and the 

family’s faith community was not 
lost on the couple.  

“We’re grateful we have a deeper 
relationship with Lucy’s doctor who 
is a fellow St. Dominic Parish 
member. She was rock solid for us,” 
said Piero. 

As soon as parishioners heard the 
sad news, the St. Dominic Parish 
community surrounded the family 
with support, love and prayers.  

"We've always thought of St. 
Dominic as our extended 
community and that’s just how they 
treated us,” said Piero. “Our fridge 
was always full, our house was 
always clean, our lawn was always 
mowed ... people were always 
praying for us. We're so lucky.”  

Maggie also recalls the strong 
support the faith community 
provided during this difficult time.  

"There was so much love poured 
over us,” Maggie said. “People were 
sending us photos of candles lit at 
church with a note saying ‘We're 
praying for your family,’ sometimes 
from phone numbers we didn't 
even recognize ... it was so amazing. 
That’s God.” 

The first few weeks after Lucy’s 
diagnosis were a blur. Piero, Maggie 
and Lucy visited a number of 
leading-edge cancer treatment 
centers across the country, meeting 
with experts to determine the best 
treatment plan for Lucy. 

The family experienced another holy 
moment that reminded them God 
was with them on this journey, 
guiding them in the right direction. 
This time, they encountered it 
through a renowned radiation 
oncologist named Dr. Erin Murphy 
at Cleveland Clinic. Dr. Murphy 
(whom they later learned was 
nicknamed “St. Murph”) explained a 
potential treatment plan for Lucy, 
and at the end of the conversation, 

told Maggie and Piero she would be 
praying for Lucy every day during 
her treatment, that she loved Lucy 
and that Lucy was a child of God. 

“She openly shared her faith with 
us,” Maggie said. “We needed to 
choose between two very different 
treatment plans for Lucy. We felt 
like this was a tiny wink from God 
that Cleveland Clinic was the right 
place to be.”  

During the next year, Lucy fought 
through 14 cycles of chemotherapy, 
surgery and radiation and missed a 
significant amount of school. But 
thanks to her third-grade teacher 
Mrs. Megan Lilly, Lucy didn’t fall 
behind in her learning.  

“Mrs. Lilly came to the house to do 
one-on-one lessons to keep Lucy on 
track,” Maggie recalls. “It was really 
special and we can’t imagine 
receiving that type of support 
anywhere else.” 

Dr. Murphy (nicknamed  
“St. Murph”) told Maggie and 

Piero she would be praying for 
Lucy every day during her 

treatment, that she loved Lucy, 
and that Lucy was a child of God. 

In March 2020, the family created 
the Little Warrior Foundation 

(named after Lucy and her fight 
against cancer), focused on 

raising money to fund research 
for therapies for children with 

Ewing sarcoma.  
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This September marks one year 
from the completion of Lucy’s 
cancer treatment. She undergoes 
full body scans every three months 
to ensure the cancer has not 
returned. While the family is seeing 
some normalcy 
return to their lives, 
Maggie and Piero 
have made a 
commitment to 
help families that 
will need to go 
through this in the 
future.  

The Spadas learned 
that only four 
percent of cancer 
research funding in the United 
States is earmarked for all types of 
pediatric cancer, leaving very little 

money on the table to advance 
research for children or improve 
their prognosis.  

"During Lucy’s treatment, we looked 
at each other and said, ‘When we 

get out of this, 
we're going to 
make it better for 
these kids,’" Piero 
said.  

In March 2020, the 
couple created the 
Little Warrior 
Foundation (with 
much of the heavy 
lifting done by co-
founder Emily 
McFadden, 

Maggie’s sister and Lucy’s 
Godmother). The foundation’s sole 

focus is raising money to fund 
research for therapies for children 
with Ewing sarcoma.  

Thus far, the Foundation has raised 
nearly $1 million for research and 
has provided research grants to five 
healthcare research institutions 
across the country to further 
research for therapies for Ewing 
sarcoma.  

The Spadas will never forget the 
amazing support from their faith 
community, both locally and 
beyond, and they want to give back 
to others in return.  

“Perhaps this is God’s ask of us: to 
take these blessings we’ve been 
given, and improve things for the 
next child who will be diagnosed,” 
Piero said. “Our focus is, how can we 
make it better for kids, 
therapeutically? That's how we can 
give families in this situation the 
most hope.” 

 

For more  

information about 

 the Little Warrior 

Foundation,  

please visit  

littlewarrior.org. 

"We've always thought of St. Dominic as our extended community and 
that’s just how they treated us,” said Piero. One way the St. Dominic 

Catholic School supported the Spadas was through fundraisers like the 
one pictured here that raised awareness and money to support pediatric 

cancer research.  

“We don't have any more clarity 
now than we did on the day she 

was diagnosed, but moments 
we've experienced along the way 
have reminded us that our faith is 
getting us through this ... in small 
holy moments, and through our 

community,” said Maggie, 
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This past year, during COVID, I was 
reminded of the Scriptural account 
found in all four Gospel writings of 
the feeding of 5000 people who 
followed Jesus and brought their 
spiritual hunger for his words to 
transform them. It is the story of 
Jesus blessing five loaves and two 
fish, which were then multiplied, 
miraculously, to feed the large 
number of people. What reminded 
me of this gospel story was the  many 
volunteers who came forward to 
reach out to members of our parish 
family who were unable to shop for 
themselves during COVID and the 
numerous volunteers who became 
the “calling ministry,” reaching out 
weekly to all our seniors, checking in 
on them and praying with them on 
the phone. And our formation and 
school students who blessed our 
homebound members with love and 
compassion through the letters, 
cards and artwork sent to them. 
People of all ages wanted to be the 
heart of Christ for those in need. 

Parishioner Karen Grey wrote 
personal notes to many of our 
homebound, sharing a little about 
her family and wishing them a spring 
filled with good health and God’s 
blessings. Madeline (Maddy) Ferri, 
one of our school students, shared 
with our homebound her family 
experiences including their pet dog, 
Finn. She talked about her teacher, 
Mrs. Daggett, who tells “cool stories” 
about her life. Maddy is also part of 
Campus Ministry and helps plan 
special activities for her classmates.   

Rosemary Moquin, whose children 
attended St. Dominic Catholic School, 
was one of the recipients of the many 
letters, art work, and cards sent to her 
by our children. She said, “I am 

touched to tears with all the little 
notes and signs of love from so many 
in the parish. I felt so lonely and 
forgotten once COVID struck, forcing 
me to stay home. Yet, the kindness 
and love of the parish family has 
brought tears of joy and a smile to my 
face. I look at each letter and art 
piece often, thanking God for the 
parish family that surrounds us with 
love and prayer. How can I ever thank 
each one? I try to write a personal 
letter of gratitude with the hope that 
these young lives are blessed as I am 
blessed with their kindness.”  

Gabrielle (Gabby) Neihous, another 
student, created Valentines and 
Easter baskets for our homebound 
and hand-delivered each one. She 
included cookies, candy, and a 
homemade card. She called each one 
before delivery to introduce herself 
and prepared the recipient for the 
coming gift. Ken and Betty Kasun, 
were one of many who experienced 
the goodness of Gabrielle. “Gabby 
Neihous sent a lovely note and with 
the help of her mother who drove, 
brought a beautiful Easter basket.  
She sure is a very thoughtful young 
lady, very mature for her age. She is 
very special. We were very impressed.  
Thanks to all who made this possible.”   

I received numerous phone calls from 
our elderly and homebound about 
how happy they were to be 
remembered by our students. Is this 
a blessing of COVID? Is this what our 
mission statement means, to  “. . . 
become Christ, each one for the sake 
of all”? This past year will live forever 
in our students hearts, that they were 
able to change the state of happiness 
for others through their expressions 
of love.   

Intergenerational ministry should be 

a daily event, reaching hearts that 
make us truly a family. Gabby said, “I 
never expected to receive notes in 
return, and how special I felt that I 
could, in some small way, touch 
others through my little gift”. Jesus 
feed us through each and every one 
who touches our lives.  
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The Blessings of  COVID 
By Mary Lestina, Pastoral Associate 

Gabriella Neihous created and 
delivered Easter baskets for many of 

our Homebound during COVID. 
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Transition & Transformation 
By Peter Murray, Parishioner   

It’s not unusual for people to go 
through major transitions in their 
lives, e.g. from relocating to another 
city and state for job or family 
reasons; from being single and 
getting married; to being childless 
and becoming a parent, etc..  
However, Fr. Tim Schumacher has 
experienced two major life changes 
since his ordination by Archbishop 
Listecki on May 15, 2021. He officially 
joined St. Dominic Catholic Parish on 
June 14, 2021, moving into Fr. Aaron’s 
previous office after the movers 
cleared it of Fr. Aaron’s personal 
possessions including his Packer 
memorabilia. Fr. Tim hasn’t entirely 
unpacked all his own valuables, e.g. a 
small library of well read books, but 
his office is orderly and ready for 
priestly business. However, the gap of 
time between May and June was 
unusually awkward because, 
although Tim was a priest and 
assigned to a our parish, it was not 
time for him to assume priestly 
parish responsibilities until mid-June.  
The last semester of his seminary 
training was demanding and 
challenging. Preparing for his 
ordination was a period of high 
activity, both spiritual and taking care 
of practical matters. From that 
emotional high he found himself 
anxious to exercise his blessings 
within a parish, but being required to 
patiently and joyfully remain at St. 
Francis de Sales Seminary awaiting 
his move to Brookfield. He sincerely 
missed being a member of a vibrant 
faith community. 

Prior to his assignment here, he was 
interviewed by Fathers Dennis and 
Aaron, as well as various members of 
the St. Dominic Pastoral Council. He 
had been impressed by the questions 

they asked of him which were more 
focused on his spirituality than other 
background details. Fr. Tim’s training 
as a seminarian was in Hartland at St. 
Charles parish. He had heard about 
our parish, but never had spent time 
here as a seminarian, or even as a 
visitor. Having heard that St. Dominic 
was a dynamic, welcoming parish he 
nevertheless was pleasantly surprised 
by the warm reception he received 
by the parish leadership, staff, and 
parishioners since June 14th.  He 
nodded agreement when told that 
he was lucky that there wasn’t a dunk 
tank for his official initiation during 
our recent parish festival.  During his 
studies at St. Joseph Minor Seminary 
of Loyola University Chicago he 
became a “Rambler” sports fan.  The 
name rambler comes from their 
history of traveling all over the 
country.  It has been, I gently 
explained to Fr. Tim, that as a quasi-
condition of his employment with us, 
he needs to be a Marquette Golden 
Eagle fan when it comes to college 
basketball. 

The most significant physical change 
in the transition from seminary to 
parish involvement is that the former 
provided three square meals every 
day, which is not available with the 
latter. Breakfast and lunch are not 
much of a challenge, but dinner 
certainly can be given that Fr. Tim 
does not know how to cook!  Fr. 
Dennis graciously has shared meals 
with him, but he’s no professional 
chef either! Fortunately, there are 
other options such as fast food 
restaurants and the occasional 
graceful hospitality of parishioners 
and others who invite him for dinner.  
He’s joined a health club to enjoy the 
workouts which could also result in 
possible new friendships. His day off 
is Monday when he’s able to recharge 
his spiritual and physical batteries.  
Had he not become a priest he might 
have been a history teacher.  
However, he lacks a photographic 
memory which makes it difficult to 
recall volumes of dates, places, etc..  
In that regard, he really appreciates 
the parishioners who are patient 
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when he sees them again, and 
quietly asks them to help him recall 
their names. This memory bank 
need must be a challenge to all 
priests when they come to a new 
parish assignment and have 
thousands of names to keep in 
mind, while we parishioners have 
only to remember the new 
shepherd’s name. 

As a new priest, he said that his joy 
is celebrating the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist, wherein he’s challenged 
to preach a sermon with insights to 
take home, and most certainly the 
consecration which brings our Lord 
to us. He’s delighted whenever he 
presides over a Baptism which he’s 
been sanctioned to do since 
becoming a permanent deacon 
during his last year of seminary 
formation. Fr. Tim was sensitive as 
to how he would feel being a 
confessor during the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation considering that 
being in his late 20s he’s younger 
than many of the penitents. 
However, in reality he has felt the 
grace of his ordination giving him 
confidence and reassurance during 

the administration of this holy 
sacrament. 

This summer our new Associate 
Pastor made a pilgrimage to the 
National Shrine of our Lady of Good 
Help located 17 miles NE of Green 
Bay, WI. It is the only place in the 
USA that our Catholic Church has 
approved as an apparition site of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. During his 
years of seminary study he also had 
the privilege to make a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land. Those experiences 
left him, as it does with all such 
pilgrims, with a deeper appreciation 
and respect for the unique 
blessings of our faith. 

Fr. Tim’s maternal grandfather, John 
Gugg, a World War II veteran, died 
on July 29th after a long period of 
illness. Fortunately, he was able to 
attend his grandson’s ordination at 
St. John the Evangelist Cathedral 
May 15, 2021.  Fr. Tim’s ministry as a 
celebrant and homilist at his 
granddad’s funeral Mass on August 
9 at St. Josaphat Basilica 
administered a profound transition 
for Grandpa Gugg. In the meantime, 
we can work on transforming 
ourselves to be better followers of 
Christ, and help Father Tim to be 
the priest that God intends him to 
be. 

 

 

 

 

St. Dominic Catholic Parish believes 

we have been called to spread the 

“Good News” of Jesus Christ. As part 

of this mission, we publish a variety 

of communications which highlight 

the people, ministries, programs, 

and events of our parish.  

Please notify us with any change of 

address. 

Seek Christ is published by 

St. Dominic Catholic Parish 

18255 W. Capitol Drive 

Brookfield WI 53045 

Are you aware of a great faith story 

for our publication or want to share 

your faith story in our next issue? 

Contact Meg Picciolo at 

262.781.3480 or 

meg.picciolo@stdominic.net. 

 

 

Parish Connections 

262.781.3480 

stdominic.net 

parish@stdominic.net 

/saintdominic.wi 

@stdominicparish 

@stdominicparish 

 

School Connections 

262.783.7565 

school@stdominic.net 

Fr. Tim has been welcomed warmly 
into his new parish family as he enjoys 
meeting members at various events. 
He stopped in to the senior picnic at 
Mitchell Park (page 11), and Vacation 

Bible School (right).  


